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Press Release 

New York, NY, March 5, 2013 – The New York Genome Center (NYGC) today announced 

that Nancy J. Kelley, Founding Executive Director of NYGC, will depart from her position with 

NYGC. She will remain an advisor and a member of the Board of Directors. 

Ms. Kelley was a key driving force behind the creation and growth of NYGC. From its 

establishment in 2010 by its 11 Institutional Founding Members, she led the Center from a start 

up through its current stage of becoming a fully operational, world class genomics research 

center and provider of cutting edge sequencing and bioinformatics services. Many of NYGC’s 

foundational elements, such as its Pilot Laboratory at Rockefeller University, the NYGC 

Innovation Center, and key technology partnerships, were established under her leadership. In 

addition, Ms. Kelley oversaw the selection and build out of NYGC’s permanent facility at 101 

Avenue of the Americas in New York City, which is set to open this summer. 

“Nancy J. Kelley was instrumental in nurturing NYGC from an idea to a reality, to the 

inestimable benefit of scientific research and New York City,” said Russ Carson and Ivan 

Seidenberg, Co-Chairs of the NYGC Board of Directors. “We are extremely appreciative of her 

vision, persistence, and accomplishments, and we look forward to continuing to work with her as 

an advisor and a member of NYGC’s Board of Directors.” 

Moving forward, Dr. Robert B. Darnell, President and Scientific Director, will build on the 

strong foundation established by Ms. Kelley to deliver NYGC’s vision of collaborative genomics 

research to improve treatments for people with serious diseases in addition to also providing high 

quality genomics sequencing and bioinformatics services to researchers in New York City and 

beyond. 

“Working with the New York Genome Center and all of its supporters and partners has been an 

extraordinary experience,” said Nancy J. Kelley. “This is an exciting time in science and 

medicine. The Center is now well positioned to become a world-class collaborative center for 

translational genomic research under the strong leadership of Dr. Darnell. It is an appropriate 

time for me to pursue other endeavors and to continue to contribute to NYGC’s growth as an 

advisor and member of its Board of Directors. I will always value my experience there.” 



About the New York Genome Center 

Founded in August 2010, the New York Genome Center (NYGC) is an independent, non-profit 

organization that leverages the collaborative resources of leading academic medical centers, 

research universities, and commercial organizations. Our vision is to transform medical research 

and clinical care in New York and beyond through the creation of one of the largest genomics 

research facilities in North America, while integrating sequencing, bioinformatics, data 

management, and cutting-edge genomics research. 

NYGC represents an unprecedented sharing of data and resources among premier institutions, 

which will dramatically increase the quality and speed of research outcomes to advance clinical 

care. This collaboration will help forward the advances leading to a new era of personalized 

medicine, accelerate the development of new diagnostics and treatments for human diseases, and 

provide an engine for life science commercialization in the region. 

NYGC’s Institutional Founding Members include Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, Columbia 

University, Cornell University/Weill Cornell Medical College, The Jackson Laboratory, 

Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, Mount Sinai Medical Center, NewYork-Presbyterian 

Hospital, New York University/NYU School of Medicine, North Shore-LIJ Health System, The 

Rockefeller University, and Stony Brook University. 

To date, NYGC has raised over $110 million in funds from its Institutional Founding Members, 

from philanthropies such as the Simons Foundation, the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, and 

Bloomberg Philanthropies, and from other strategic relationships, including the New York City 

Economic Development Corporation and the New York City Investment Fund. 

 


